heard, as 1 think, for the last time for many, many long years
to come. Then Klara Zetkin, tenderly helped by stalwart
women Communists from the working-class constituencies,
tottered down the steps, and Goring, the new Speaker, marched
up them. A remarkable scene, I thought. But you could
only play this trick once. Once it was known, the Communists
were no match for a party with so many elderly generals among
their followers as the Nazis. At the next election Hitler
included among his candidates General Litzmann, a very old
and bloodthirsty gentleman who had once expressed regret
that Hindenburg could not be bumped off for signing the
Young Plan. General Litzmann was unconquerably old and,
weak on his pins but erect in the inevitable frock-coat, he
opened the next Reichstag.

When Klara Zetkin had gone, that comedy of errors followed
which began with Papen's forgetfulness to bring with him
Hindenburg's dissolution warrant and ended with a vote of
censure on Papen carried by 513 votes against 32 and the
dissolution of the Reichstag amid uproar and pandemonium.

The tumult was but the echo of Germany outside. I shall
never forget those critical weeks. Germany was in a turmoil,
a brass band of a million instruments all playing furiously
against each other, with Papen blithely conducting the dis-
harmony. The entire country was against him, but divided
against itself. Hindenburg, who alone could restore order
from the chaos he had made, sat in his palace, surrounded by
intriguers. Nazis and anti-Nazis shot each other in the streets,
one or two every day, but more anti-Nazis than Nazis.

The killings became so frequent that Papen tried to play the
strong man. After the Nazis had killed a few anti-Nazis in
their beds at Konigsberg he introduced emergency courts and
threatened the death penalty.

The Nazis immediately challenged him. At Potempa in
Silesia six Nazis had killed a man. Village jealousies may have
been the motive, but they called him a Communist; nowadays
it is always safest to say your victim was a Red.
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